ON   THE   THRESHOLD   OF   POWER          165

The Empress could not fulfil Ludwig's expectations on political
matters, but she was anxious to help him in other ways. She
had known for a long time that it was the Crown Prince's dearest
wish to bring the beautiful Barberini Faun from Rome to Munich.
An attempt had once been made to smuggle the statue over the
frontier by hiding it in an enormous straw wagon, but the great
weight attracted attention and the Faun was returned to Rome.
When the Empress Karoline Auguste visited the Holy Father in
the summer of 1819, she asked if she might make a request:

It is granted in advance/ replied the aged Pope Pius VII.

'I beg Your Holiness for the liberation of a prisoner/

'A prisoner? Your Majesty would not intervene for an unworthy
person, and you have my promise. Who is it?'

'The Barberini Faun, which belongs to my brother/

'There now/ declared Pius VII, shaking a reproachful finger
at her, 'I should have been more careful. But I have given you
my word/1 So to the great joy of the Crown Prince, the Faun,
drawn by nine mules, left Rome and was brought to Munich.

Ludwig, however, had many disappointments to bear from
Francis I, who followed Prince Metternich's advice in every-
thing. Ludwig retained his prejudice against Metternich, of whom
he remarked that, without libelling him, one could say2 'he had an
exceptional gift for lying and was very prone to make use of it/

In contrast to the Austrian Chancellor, Ludwig dreamed of
encircling all the German States within one customs frontier
and thus welding them into an economic whole. This seemed to
him the only possible way in which the interests of all the States
could be served and the inhabitants of the left bank of the Rhine
won over for Germany.3 Ludwig still grieved for the Palatinate
and Salzburg, of which he had once written to his sister:
'If that is lost, half my life goes with it/ He was more resigned at
this time, but he had not forgotten.

The Bavarian Crown Prince heard with misgivings that a plan
was under discussion to make Munich a fortress. This seemed to
him a terrible misfortune, a 'tremendous obstacle' to the develop-
ment of the town and a danger to everything it contained. 'Do
your utmost to prevent this/ he wrote to the Minister of the

1  Wolfsgruber, p. 106, and P6lnitz, p. 111.

2  Ludwig to Karoline Auguste, Munich, 3rd April, 1820.  Munich H.A.

3  Crown Prince Ludwig to Freiherr von Zentner, Munich, llth January and
llth February, 1820.   Munich H.A.